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Study reports adverse health effects from US embargo in Cuba
A study by physicians from the American Association for World Health concluded that the US
embargo has had a negative effect on public health in Cuba, especially among women, children,
the elderly, and people with chronic diseases. The study revealed that, after the tightening of the
embargo in 1992, there was a major reduction in public access to medicines and medical procedures
because of shortages in drugs, operating-room equipment, and supplies. Though the US permits the
sale of medicines to Cuba under special license, the procedures are lengthy and complicated and
often end in denial of a license on grounds that the export of medicines would be "detrimental to US
foreign-policy interests," said the report.
Corporate mergers and buyouts between US and European pharmaceutical companies has reduced
the number of suppliers, while the dominance of US patent rights on most modern drugs effectively
cuts Cuba off from meeting its needs through non- US sources. The report, titled "The Impact of the
U.S. Embargo on Health and Nutrition in Cuba," says a worse health crisis has so far been avoided
because of the Cuban government's efforts to allocate funds to maintain a universal health-care
system.
Responding to the report, State Department spokesman Nicholas Burns said that Cuba can turn
to its many trading partners for medicines and medical supplies. It does not do so because it has
other priorities such as acquiring arms. For 1995, the Cuban government spent only US$6 million
on medicine, said Burns. Granma, the official newspaper of the Communist Party, disputed Burns's
figures, noting that the Ministry of Public Health reported that hard-currency expenditures for
medical supplies alone totaled US$64.2 million in 1996 and US$126.5 million was spent on public
health overall.

US moves to block funds for nuclear-energy plant
A subcommittee of the US House Foreign Relations Committee voted on April 10 to block
international funding of the Cuban nuclear-energy plant at Juragua in Cienfuegos province. Coauthors of the proposal Ileana Ros Lehtinen (R- FL) and Robert Menendez (D-NJ) want to withhold
US contributions to the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) if the agency does not cancel
US$1.7 million in assistance for the Juragua facility. The Juragua project began in 1976 but has been
halted since 1992, when Soviet aid was discontinued (see NotiSur, 09/17/92 and 10/26/96). If passed,
the House proposal could strengthen the exiting Helms-Burton restrictions on foreign investment in
the Juragua plant.
US opposition to the plant is based largely on a General Accounting Office (GAO) report that said
a nuclear accident at Juragua could send radioactive matter as far north as Virginia. US officials
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also claim that the Soviet-designed plant is unsafe because of its similarity to the design of the
Chernobyl plant in the Ukraine. Cuban officials respond that a feasibility study recently completed
by Cuban, Russian, Italian, Brazilian, and British experts concluded that the reactor's design was
safe, noting that the VVER reactor at Juragua is not the same as the RBMK reactor at Chernobyl.
Furthermore, the VVER has been approved by the IAEA.
Last February, Cuban officials attempted to assuage US concerns by inviting US observers to visit
the site. Retired rear admiral Eugene Carroll, who participated in one of the study groups, said, "The
cry of another Chernobyl is a red herring by people who don't want the plant completed." Another
visitor, former head of the US Interest Section in Havana Wayne Smith, said the US had contributed
to questions of safety regarding Juragua by trying to deny Cuban access to nuclear-plant safety
technology. He called the US policy on Juragua "irresponsible and dangerous." Currently, the only
avenue open for the US to have a say in the security of the plant is through the IAEA.
Despite US opposition to the nuclear facility, US$2 million in US funds was channelled as technical
assistance to Cuba for the nuclear-energy program between 1981 and 1995. The funds were part
of the US's contribution to the IAEA, which has allocated a total of US$12 million for the nuclear
project since 1963. State Department spokesman Burns defended the decision not to oppose the
IAEA's use of US funds for Juragua on the grounds that none of the aid was used in construction of
the plant, but rather for safety inspections. Therefore, the real purpose was to protect the citizens of
Florida from a nuclear catastrophe, he said.

France signs accord with Cuba
France signed an economic accord with Cuba on April 25 in defiance of the US embargo. The
agreement covers trade but also provides for arbitration, repatriation of profits, and guarantees
against nationalization for the 39 French companies already doing business in Cuba. State
Department spokesman Burns said France "had taken the wrong course," and he called President
Fidel Castro a major human rights violator. "We have an economic boycott in place on Cuba," said
Burns. "We believe that's the right policy. We do not favor any other countries normalizing their
economic relations with Cuba."
But French Minister of Industry Franck Borotra, who signed the agreement, said that France was
merely acting in its sovereign interest. Foreign Ministry spokesman Yves Doutriaux said the purpose
of the agreement was not to provoke the US. "France needs to protect its investors," he said.
Nevertheless, the pact, with its promise of closer economic ties between Cuba and France, raises
additional questions about the possibility that the US can persuade the European Union (EU) to cut
back on its trade and investment in Cuba or to drop its complaint against the Helms-Burton Act,
now held in abeyance before the World Trade Organization (see NotiCen, 04/17/97).
Borotra said at the signing ceremony that the US proposal that led to suspension of the WTO
complaint "does not settle the problem." He warned that the US will have to soften the terms of
Helms-Burton and said France and the EU are committed to fighting the embargo. (Sources: Agence
France-Presse, 02/09/97; Voice of America, 03/03/97, 03/04/97; Washington Post, 03/04/97; Reuter,
06/22/95, 02/08/96, 05/09/96, 03/03/97, 03/04/97; Wall Street Journal, Miami Herald, 03/06/97; Spanish
News Service EFE, 03/04/97, 04/10/97; Spanish news service EFE, 02/07/97, 03/11/97, 03/09/97,
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03/16/97, 03/18/97, 03/24/97; Granma International, 04/10/97; Inter Press Service, 02/05/96, 02/08/97,
03/16/97, 04/17/97; Associated Press, 04/24/97, 04/25/97; New York Times, 04/26/97)
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